in [2] and we shall adopt the notation used in [2] . In particular, we shall let AR(Q) (respectively ANR(Q)) denote the class of absolute (neighborhood) retracts relative to Q. X such that Aj C Ux and A2 C UT Let U = UjU U2 .Then there is a retract R of X such that A CRCU. But R = (R O L/j) U (R Of/ ), which contradicts the fact that a retract of a connected space is connected. Therefore A must be connected.
Examples.
(1) Let X denote the closure of the curve in the plane E whose equation is given by y = sin x~ , 0 < x < l/rr. It is easy to see that every neighborhood of X in E contains an AR (compact metric)-space which contains X, and hence X is an approximate retract of E . Thus, unlike the case for retracts of E , a compact approximate retract of the plane need not be locally connected or even arcwise connected.
(2) S. Kinoshita [4] and J. M. .tysko [5] [0, l] , it is well known that X x I £ Q [2, p. 331] . Let C(X) denote the cone over X with vertex p. Since C(X) is the Hausdorff image of a closed map from the Q-space X x /, it follows that C(X) £ 0 [7] , Moreover, X is homeomorphic to the closed subset X x iOi of C(X). Thus there is a retract R of C(X) such that X x iOi C R C C(X) -{p\.
Define a retraction r: R -* X x iOi by r(x, t) = (x, 0) for all (x, t) in R. Since X x iOi is a retract of R and R is a retract of C(X), it follows that X x iOi is a retract of C(X). The point p is a strong deformation retract of Gi%) [3, p. 19] , and thus C(X) is contractible. It then follows that X x iO! is contractible [1, p. 26] , and therefore X is contractible. We first note that only finitely many of the sets CIA . can be retracted into X. To see this, suppose r is a retraction mapping infinitely many of the sets' CIA. into X. Now r is continuous at p, so there exists a neigh-borhood U of p in Z such that r(U) C V. Since U must contain all but finitely many of the sets CI A ., it follows that for some /, r(C!A .) C V. 
